
May 27, 2020 
 
 
 
Dear STEM Family and Friends, 
 
As many of you are aware by now, Bishop Bauerschmidt has given congregations in the Diocese 
of Tennessee permission to begin public in-person worship. I call attention to the word 
permission because it is just that; it is not a mandate that we begin to worship together. And 
the permission to gather together for in-person worship is accompanied by a detailed list of 
guidelines and protocols recently released to the entire diocese, entitled The Wilderness Road. 
This document, available on the diocesan website, has come out of weekly discussions between 
the clergy and the bishop during the pandemic—discussions which are ongoing. 
 
The decision regarding whether to resume in-person worship has been left up to the clergy-in-
charge, in consultation with vestries and mission councils. The primary factors influencing such 
decisions are the age of our congregants (some congregations have substantial groups of 
younger persons who can gather using proper distancing protocols, and the Bishop strongly 
recommends that those age 65 and older and others in at-risk categories stay at home); the 
feasibility of gathering in small enough groups to safely distance relative to the size of the 
building; the assurance of proper cleaning protocols; etc.  
 
Our primary concern continues to be the safety of our congregations and our communities. This 
is how we are called to live out our Christian ethic of loving both self and neighbor. 
 
In recent weeks, Jim, Warren, and I have been in conversation with you regarding our current 
worship practices, our pastoral care via telephone and Zoom, and our virtual Coffee hours and 
Bible Studies. And, while we all long for the time we can inhabit our church buildings and 
worship, study, and serve in-person again, we have acknowledged that, given the particulars of 
our respective congregations, it is not yet time to do so.  
 
Today, I am writing to let you know that we will not be resuming in-person worship until at least 
the Sunday after Labor Day.  
 
By early August we will be carefully reviewing information from the CDC regarding the 
pandemic, particularly in light of early re-opening information, and reevaluate our situation. 
Whenever we discern it is time to resume in-person worship, we will have to submit our plans 
for distancing and cleaning/sanitizing protocols for approval by Bishop/Canon to the Ordinary. 
Things will not go back to normal for some time to come, and we all need to be prepared for 
that.  
 
Until the time we are able to be together again in person, we will continue to make our Zoom 
worship gathering as inspiring as possible; our virtual Bible studies and other educational 
offerings as enriching as possible; our virtual Coffee Hours and other fellowship opportunities 



as engaging as possible; and our virtual meetings as efficient as possible. Our buildings may be 
closed, but the Church has never been closed. The Church is the Body of Christ, wherever it 
finds itself—even dispersed and gathered in cyberspace. We are the Church.  
 
I have personally been blessed by things I am discovering about what it means to be the Body 
of Christ that I did not know before. When I was a child growing up, I loved to sing the hymn, 
“Blessed be the tie that binds our hearts in Christian love; the fellowship of kindred minds is like 
to that above.” I have learned just how amazingly blessed the tie is that binds our hearts 
together—how powerful the urge to gather, whatever the means; and in our gatherings, 
however imperfect, I have glimpsed something of the divine fellowship and communion.  I am 
grateful to be moved by the Spirit and sustained in ways that I had not thought possible. And I 
have heard from so many of you that you have had similar experiences, and I have been 
encouraged by you. 
 
I pray that we will remain open to new discoveries and will continue to be sustained and 
supported by that which binds us together, our fellowship of love and prayer. 
 
Blessings and peace, 
 
Amy 
 
 
 


